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Pitch 

battles 


Bitter disputes between Travellers, 
councils and local residents are 
becoming increasingly comi non 
as 'illegal' Gypsy-owned sites 
continue to grow. But isn’t there 
a better way? Jake Bowers and 
Alison Benjamin report 



N azirig, Essex, is a 

.suburban sprawl 
where east Lon- 
doners who have 
made a bit of 
money move to see 
green fields from 
the windows of 
th« ir big modern houses. 

Past those hunu % with their St 
George's flags flying, and behind the 
row upon row of industrial given- 
houses, is a narrow road that leads to 
Harry and Linda Smith's land — half 
an acre Of gravel on which stand two 
cn a 1 1 a neat wooden cabin , sooti 
well -cared -for potted plants and a 
portable to ilcL 

This pitch off Pt 1 a Lane has been 
the Smiths home for 14 years but the 
pie bought it without planning per- 
mission and subsequent planning 
application* have been rejected. A* a 
result Epptng Forest district council 
ordered them to leave Unless 
I lfJ [T \, ty\ r and Linda, 57. go by August 
> ; the bailiffs will rernmc them In 
(ftn* Only a few weeks ago, at the 
d\ e-acre site, 26 Gypsies and 
Traveller* were evicted who had 
repeatedly flouted planning rcgtila 
i icjii mc< their arrival two years ago. 

The Smith- eviction could be the 
latest in a line of ugly confrontations 
between Gvpfies and Travellers and 
a! councils trying to remove them 


from "illegal” sites. Earlier this year 
police in hot gear paid an early morn- 
ing visit In Meadow lands, also in 
Essex, to help clear out 15 £amfli< ■ At 
B ulkmgton P iekis. Wa rw i eksh ire, 
police and bailiffs were met by an 
angi crowd behmd a huge banner 
that read Stop Ethnic Cleansing. 

Harry Smith says ho will riot leave 
parties Lane. “We J ve got nowhere to 
go he argues 'If the council finds me 
a place by all means well go, but how 
can i take raj misses on the road? Shc£ 
had a triple bypaas and she’s got to 
go back to the doctor for tests. They 
think her arteries are blocked again. 
She also has to lake insulin twice a day 
for her diabetes." 

Lppm^ Ft irest district council has no 

e i • ' : and 1 ravel lm. Ami, 

i hum - Linda Smith, the nearest is full 

i t b a similar story across England* 
The 324 sites pr< rvt de ( I by loca 1 author- 
ities, where just under 6,000 caravan- 
axe pitched, have long waiting lists 
Since the 1994 Criminal Jusiu-t Act 
removed the statutory duty on local 
councils to provel i l ai avail sites lew 
new i , r m ■ - have been created, Rusfs 
t a nu i r ■ an local residents and lack of 
funding are the two most frequent rea- 

ated bv councils Gypsies claim 

that l heir nomadic way ot life has in 
r|jt + rt been outlawed 

Current government policy recom- 
mends that l he 300,000-st rong Gypsy 


and Traveller communities should 
house themselves on their own land. 
Many of the plots they have bought, 
however, are on green hell land on the 
■ outskirts of towns, so they are often de- 
nied planning permission. The gov- 
ernment s u wet studies stale that more 
than 90% ul applications from Gypsies 
an n fused, compared to applications 
from settled people, of Which more 
tlian S<)% or r granted consent 

La*t >eor there were alinusf 2 tun 
illegal encampments on land privately 
owned iv t Ap-des — up 40% OH the 
previous year. Nearly half were in the 
east of Britain. 

What results arc bitter legal wran- 
gles that can drag on for years. The 
Birmingham-based Community I UW 
Practice, which specialises in repre- 
senting TYavellers, is dealing with up 
to too planning appeal*. about a Ikud 
of all cases. The most high profile 

appeal is ongoing to Cambridgeshire 
where Oottenham residents and inn 
clleis ue locked to battle over the ad- 
dition of 17 new mobile homes i, 
Smithy Km ( ottenhanTs long-eslah 
fished Travel U u * site, Outraged lo< si 
residents threatened to withhold 
council l . la m pi i ite*l at the . * >cial 
behaviour i hey say they h ave endured 
Since the Irish havener* moved in 

Common complaints against Gyp 
sics and h avelk rs include lurries nun 
bUng along country lanes dellvei tog 


gravel, burning rubbish with smoke 
billowing across marl n go f dens and 
residents claiming that burglaries 
have increased, despite little evidence 
t o su pj h ui tbi 1 • ng to the police, 

1 1 1 Ep ping I growl ng tensio ns 

may have cun li ihulcd to the election of 
three Ifi iti .h N 1 1 mi i,o council- 
lors on the bat k ol a manifesto pledge 
to “immediately evict Travellers/Gyp 
sics from private or council lands In 
Firk ■ tst Sussex, a mock Gypsy cara- 
van with the number plate PlKJE, w 
torched last year on November 5 The 
Crown Prosecution Sen toe h us 
dropped char ainst the 12 peoi 

arrested because of lack l ri e\ idcnce. 

The negative impa I tb t the short* 
ui traveller sites has had on nee 

relations Is recognised by I ( immis 

sion for Rsds! EQudib (.C Lii. widch 
i his w eek appointed a Gypsy comm is- 
sioner. Charles Smith < hair of the 
Gyps) t'ouned 

Laimehtag the commission* first 

strategy on Gypsies l ra\eHci> ■. 

1 1 h i year, chairman Trevor FhUli ps 
SiUL p | iu-r, i . no question that Gvp- 

S and Tri are probably the 

sMp.fiv most intensely 4ia rimtanted 
against group in the country- i de^ 
scribed It as a case of Gypsies and Trav- 
ellers in the UK being akin to [what] 
black folk ware in the deep south of die 
US 40 years ago" 

With the government estimating 


that more than I non additional 
pit r ill be required on long and 

short-stay council sites, by 2007. a wide 
range of orga is diverse as tin 

Gy i >sy anti Havel k Law Reft mn t ' oali- 
tion (GTlJtC), the Association of Gh 
Police Officers and C atienham r * ■ s i 
deni* association have reached the 
same conclusion; more sites must be 
provided. Hie ibidem- haw wen 
joined w ifi i Gil KG to put \ u i ssure on 
government to amend the housing bill 
and reinU'odi.uv a Gaiuhu > ■ i 
councils to meet G> p , , and Traveller 
acconimodiiUon needs. 

The action lues not sprung from a 
change of heart, but is an example of 
pure self-interest, say s GTLRCIi gx ilk y 
development worker Andrew Ryder, 

*i can't think of a better recipe for 
discord and strife l than the Criminal 
Justice Act |G say * Ryder 

l ppmg feflpeM say* i he impact uf 
fighting Traveller* through the courts 
can be huge ft a I dl council. " llu 
iUimunt ol work tavptved seriously 
affects the capacity otlegai. ptanu 
and envinm mental health depart' 
i ‘.icuts to continue with the normal day- 
to-day activities,* says independent 
leader of the c< unci I Jo) i 1 1 ku-'p . ■>- - 
Then i n O ' • - ■ oat Mid-Beford 
district council otunate* that it 
h hsspent ■ k # , p ikhl excluding 

uiiuirfinu. to court proceeding 

The Local t kn ernment Associftttou 



Ml in doubt thtl forrlro ■ 1 amah in 
kde Utai b the only «ol niton *1 11 

if \}u r 1 v a - t;it 1 1 1 1 1 * \ diih snppm h d 

by adrrp m n* funding it M unlth 1> that 
nitr prov u ion and wirier *rrvtne pmvl 
»k>fl for lYavr Ulna arnmiunlt will bo 
developed a- a priority hjf both flnjui 
cihI amt political u -r ■ iddsrnOf 
t it* nf 1 Ik j m ; -it\ 1 »t thi Pi lint Mint 

if r ’i ll i ( 1 r>m*niti< * 1 - \ t< * ni} yn\ 

crnment^ ( *vp' v b-niiki \tu\u \ 
The review will r^iKirt In tlir *m 
timin. but jcuittji or 1 rvt< I*. 1 ■ Mwn by 

hni 1 , 1 in* raiiih h a Krllll 

Hdk iji< mmlalement of ih< *Uiuha > 

1 it dip -itioii U onl .1 darn «k -r ■ I 

I t l - Kovrr nmrnl is, Of amt t 
< nriMrlerUig all option*/ Mikl Util 
t low l v 1 r, i am vfv y i‘U+tii Hurt a tint y 
would haw «lKTiJflr-;iiii ipendinjC 
a Han I mn uina poll* fotll t lllftt 
. duty won If J pill i - - fliW and It i v 
ik r ,if > u.iIjI ‘i j f 1 a a 41H .u i.lapSCJUl 

pf^jiuin |>y mrnpjulfton with oil in 
w Jo id* 1 1 If Will if ml h< fir i 1 1 k firral 
In EHdhjg Fotcit. Kn 1 n lift oiim 
a I r nv*f:Nrf ha ijm d ban uty n vn i ■ 
lion igtir 00 o> lif HO' forv\,H«l 
opi 1 ,1 1 4 *n ruiatf if k> 1 m i vidi 
mi d pobh* money 

Mid 1 aid iiaiji M > mild 
- . ifir t> biP Wfn n Hu k, H j if i, «| j n r a! 
f V/n*» Uwu* I lift y *.«> * *T | t ry II I i * \a 
to put Of in fiftBfiti * 

$ 0 C£ r Mr- /> *M } 7 1 / ,f^ 


David Bailey 

Travellei' '•.iti-riuna^H, 

1 1 1 it. u K t 
^ i di: .tfK t 
j CfXJTK/ll 

I otiliirKf hai fivr 
la- ;ii uolhonty 
r>olf fin dr u mil 

Mil- If M • MU ■' 1 I f 

..iny dit Inc ! Cfiom.rl ll m t 40 -i Wt’^k 
n =r li f 1 IV* riMjnti ri.in* * nnu fjf 
tiHillin livi tit fht - r t mi Amittuo ,'OU 
T in nlif r . Iff ' r ,r * I ru.ilr pi 1 < > m n f u.f- n 
If f , I m> !■ Jf H I 1 W'i *? r i* f uliig< Ihf m |( 
f a ,iv t f 1 1 j r VV“ If n >k tnl t finding ullt* r 
p 1 .'!< nit il ttk |S f( ■* llooidf 1fi*| r 1 11 ^ llu y 
w-inl I- l uiy MTt a 1 • uipihii Wr 1 io.il 
(XOpli ri pi Ifullv rndlu U it tf 1 whdt 
fhf'y'm c Myitiy 

|| I 10 f f r WI y« p- t llll'lr <J 
(j jl r If n 1 f c m I M , , If m j ufr Uft.lhli i |,if id 

In tl if [>.i- | r 'i<m ttinrr hav* U i m *'JU 
Lj' '.anlh* jMM'd ni« ampoit-nl- W* 

J UM« rdly h,J ,<■ I Ilif Vn Mf jt ll-llt '.Mlh 
(Pi- mi - up i' iM 1 m mu ivn Mf 1 A 

Ilf . .1 hn|,vi 1 M Ilvi nF | 1 1 N i,.' Idtrf W< 

U [Hitorti If ytj m . 1 - I il \t \ rinyiM fOrriMf \ 
lltly * r I . I n. if lir. yj u Mint il iji -JM<f 

! 1 flirfvf /' u 1 .r i Onmf i firdt I, 

f - und |piv»iitr i 1 uHotnl 

-IWorenp-? f rnir. n (t.f pm pin |if» 

wmkrrf ^ ,|nd fcHlotff 10 t!«c ( i/\ \**ti f W m 1 

Ir ;tv* -* U 5 i f ■; hif iv. kitng'i limy dy « muIcJ t 
onfr' lyiiyj I .f 'r , ,i fil- h.mI-' 



Lawrie Berry 

M< ’I i it n t oil ' iyf ii - . I srx » 

n ■■ k li nt * 1 

, ii -\i x lain m 

' 1 f inf n .u r> ) \ 
hiJOMf't ill I .lynti’ 

I due N-Uinnl 
I ’.m < Hiv* -rboijt 
Ihf f-f- f|i.i;|r 1 nr f if 
n Ml Ir. rri ! hr f ■■ f n ■ t ‘At ■ If I he irmci 
whtiftr- oM-jii idlty BOVOO <>i f 'Hjhl i . , j - p 
fill? Ill 1 /.fin tivir MJ III- ft* v. V .III 111 - Ml 
Mi -f i - 'I A fur I Pit ■ ' ' T 

u«ry 800 ^ who h ka) iu n p df« 

hcKVfH n Ifv li " ill r^aidfnk miiltlu 
1 1 m & ' " i nf r ■ Wat >k h krM 1 1 iff i .i j i Lit k 
,1 ■ ,i pi iv .ili r i i I and IhrM.i mm Jl had 

.if i 1 --dtlntt th« f *V1 o 

tng ttwry r imldi 1 'P Hhi1fi«ilt0 lul 

I tflO (Willi t* Ini fP WHIM (M Mil 1 1 my l< Hi I lift il 

ww to pfwifil < fir a i ■ f i o# piiot. 
Aflat thnl Ifn 1 If " ' I Wfl 1 1 M Ml lit H 
»llr 1 murtiht ( ttMQi torn** oolnu up 

o J tl- ’VVM If If ItifM If ni- ( mil' .pi i’ 

Ihdia w«rt ' 

bCdtOlQinmi v - hr | i - 

a 1 .4 dyn I Our dyli I A id .•/■ Milt I 
burn I m mMm. - f >- *m ilftOll* bWluWOd 

I ■ L I I - I 1 « ■ I - i ■ - * Il I- 1 1 I !■ Ji " 

Of *a ly 

dr juemlJOflt of i m lndl * o ata 4 V 

pan Mir. i yi JOftlii m 1 4 dijhl dad wtf Viy 

H a fikoymiut rWJhUtHJiog OU h k of 

i\. itn |a a f .f ta 



Kathy Buckland 

Gypsy 

About ItXJaaf 
f r llh f tai 1 40 
I uiihfh. m iivfu 1 at 
Oaai on Jniiuary 
, .it M< Ml II )\\ 
Inptl v n»ai 
I hoftn ‘ff’td 1 hr \ 
r>ni.n lu d and 

|. n |- n- 1 i Vlil V |l Hf M l Up My 1 M 

Wi1“k hy ' lnni rll \ W/V . I with 

f- jrth i i ni-! i frit lita thoy wnr i 
HWO0p tii awrty Into • iOWOf r tOal H -r-s 
■ n Mi'll | m 1 1 k«i hURtaftrm Oflfy 

, < 111 . 1 
I lit tl It' ■ •. 1 1 - -ir U f pul M » 1 1h<9 hittd l WAT 

lalil it v - aid I r | h i| in V a d JM i • M '■ - 

, nun* il found IT10 itOQdl *11* 0 - il it w v 

faf 1 1 >n 1 h< nun I nr i- l .i ft- • Ifty* IfttfH 
It wf|| BOt iMtyhl Ail ItwM I a I ■ I i cj m n 

!- , l • • ' . ■ 1 ’ 1 " , m r . Ill I ' I’. I I . 

k > t **\ * -ryii 'ii iy 

I d I Ktetl - A\ |lu In flit HOI plnatbea 
My h 1 1 1 • ■ 1 , J ■ uijl il H i pitr f> far \ ■ ■ 

| kl rt| i lie ■ Ik l pti'iniMa | -arl • - if d 

ihougfitri war luaUif^dgb i «u*t 
»it#* nt# VOty <ktfi‘ oil 1 *- fuM 1 in n 1 1 hc<t# 
tl 0 tbr## yum WAitir fk ’HO 

\ I nr fin'd' ii 1 1 1 mihii iJ ti am I mo 

i faouoi but tm not ooptot) vory w#H 
1 b«j lit# £n #lt#n My wtiob Hf# hoft 
t --f «r i Iri *• ir a - an My mnlhoi in aj 
t a .many i vi *y ii^td aiy faifkir > in 




